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Moscow's ‘abrupt  decision t
“Hello, Dolly!"”
boards in Russia is bad new.

The officidl interpretation -}
that the show was banned i

retaliation against United State

[war policy in’ Vietnam—is no
taken seriously by people wh

understand - relations .- betwec

modern . superstates.

e ST

Jehinks is can give America
ombers tlt-for-tat by .cuttin
‘off David Merrick's
-‘Merrick 1s the 'show’s pl
_ducer) 'I‘he "Hello,

:Eblc to suggest that Mosco

U

fall right, but not against any

(thing that is happening in Asl
1 In the words of one war-roon
thinkcr
ith is the danger of total cul
ural warfare.” In striking
Yo pgainst’ Broadway's most suc
‘kesstul musical, Moscow is over
eacting In an escalation out of

lAmerican thrust, .
{llow" the Crisis Began -
| The crisis 'was begun quiets

photographic planes flying ove
Fruba ‘recorded the’ absence of

ALSEHRRFODS 3)

CPYRGHT |

ruble. _

“what we are fateq

Il proportion to the orlglna‘

‘Enough last month when Sovief’
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Observer Dolly. y on the Escalator: 1

CPYRGHT - -

’BoB‘By Tischer from the Capa.-
“blanca chess tournament, Sean-*
ning newspaper cuttings in the.

multaneously that Fischer, the”
" American chess champion, had ’
' been denied American passport: -
" permission to attend the tour-
| nament.

Here, it seemed, was a qu:et,
‘concealed move by the United .
States to strike a sneak blow,
against Communist culture, This.
suspicion may have been height- -
ened by the negligible coverage
given to the United States's -
Fischer gamblt in the American
press.

" Obscure Motives

The State Department’s mo-
tives are obscure. The Fischer.

' case of bureaucratic bumbling,

T or it may have ‘been a small
probe by the C.I A,/ to test Com- .

{munist cultyrat-defenses.
Whatever the case, no one an-.

ticipated a violent Communist

response. Compared to "Hello,

than a popgun in the’ American’
cultural arsenal. At most, the
Soviets were expected to hit
back by throwing a.-gouple of-
touring' Amencan engineers out

“Ministry -of Cultural Warfare,
. several commissars reported sx--.-

affalr may have been merely a®

. Dolly!"”, Fischer is’ scarcely more

In banning “ngo, Doliy!”, -

Moscow abruptly confronted
" Washington with & cultural
‘challenge of the deepest gravnty
The men here who favor lobbmg'
" one into the men’'s room of the
Kremlin are already urgmg a,

.. flve-year prohibition against the

Bolshdi Ballet, and Sol Hurok

has been warned that “we're™!

eyeball to "eyeball under the
.complexion bulbs.”

The voice of sanity behind

the scencs belongs to Dr. Hugo -
Hans, whose seminal work, “"Cul- .
ture Can Turn the Tide” de- .

fines 83 brilliantly thopght-out

.. Steps up the escalation ladder

- which precede the dreadful step -

94, universal cultural war. (Bane
ning pre-dawn Russian classes,

«on educational TV, premitting
- unlimited export of movie mag-
azines to the Soviet Union, etc.)

Up {o Step 22

Dr. Hans points out that in
refusing to let Fischer go' to
Cuba to play chess, the United
States, unwittingly perhaps, was |
" escalating to step 22. ("Insultmg

the enemy's national game.") A

reasoned: response by the Rus-
-slans would have been a long -
article in Pravda denouncing
'baseball as hooliganism. S
“'This, he notes, was impo" ble

T ot Dmeperpetrovsk. ol

OO ey

'-a'n’other. the Russians hadn'$
read his book and, hence, did:
¢ not know the proper response._

The Wrong Answer

Inste#d, they escalated ime'
: mediately to step 67.
~ass the enemy’s road shows.”)
/Even at this level, Dr. Hans
' points out, effective cuitural:

5

intense danger of wiping out all*
culture.” To ban further tours’
by ,the Bolshal, for example,
‘would invite further escalation,
by the Russlarns. The reasoned
response would be to bed the
troupe in sheets full of cracker
crumbs, . house them in hotel.
.-Tooms next to convention pare’
ties, and steer them through a-
. program of riyorously planned’

L activity such as, Doris Day |

. ‘movies, visits to the Senate and’

* afternoon TV ;zame shows.

~ «Dr, Hans's critics have vilified:
., him for daring to think about
ways of making culture an efe
fective wcapon of the state. As
- the Russians have shown agaln,:
,however, cultuce in the era of:
"the superstate is as much an'
“Instrument of policy as the’
I.C.BM, and the’ ‘secret agent:

ey As Dr. Hans puts it, “You can't
make an omelet without crackq

for a number of reasons. For,

(“Har- | -

warfare can be waged without |

lng', & few egg'heads.” Y, ’T'laf-« w&
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